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The Public Health Law Center
What does the Public Health Law Center do?
We help Drue eat strawberries and kale!
Legal Technical Assistance
Legal Research
Policy Development
Publications
Trainings
Direct Representation
Lobby
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Legal and Policy Issues Impacting 
Rural Grocery Stores 
• Healthy Food Financing/Appropriations
• Farmers’ Market/Extending Growing Season
• Sales Tax
• Land Use/Planning/Zoning
• Licensing/Permitting 
• Healthy, Local Procurement Policies
• Food Safety
• SNAP/WIC
Kansas City Grocery Access Task Force
Farmers Market Policy Work in Kansas
http://www.kchealthykids.org/store/a-guide-to-operating-farmers-markets-in-kansas/
Sales Tax on Food in Kansas
Sales Tax on Food: WSU White Papers
http://www.kchealthykids.org/3-part-series-kansas-damaging-grocery-tax/
Planning 101
Purpose of local planning is to:
– Promote the health, safety, and general welfare
– Insure a safer, more pleasant and more economical 
environment for residential, commercial, industrial, 
and public activities
– Preserve agricultural and other open spaces 
– Manage growth, change, and renewal of a 
community
– Improve the quality of life for its residents
– Protect you from your neighbors
Planning 101
Planning is an interdisciplinary, collaborative field and is 
often used as an umbrella term to cover the following:
– Land use
– Zoning
– Economic Development
– Community Development
– Housing
– Urban Design
– Building  Inspections
Comprehensive Planning
• A public process that determines the vision, 
goals, and aspirations of an area in terms of 
community development.
The outcome of a comprehensive planning 
process is the Comprehensive Plan. 
Licensing & 
Permitting
Other Local 
Policy Tools

Food 
Safety
SNAP minimum 
stocking requirements
4 staple food categories:
– Meat, poultry, fish
– Bread or cereals
– Vegetables or fruits
– Dairy products
At least 50% of retail sales must come from staple foods, OR
Must stock at least 3 types of items in each category AND
Must stock perishable (frozen or fresh) foods in at least 2 
categories
7 C.F.R. section 278.1
New stocking requirements
• At least 7 types of items in each 
staple food category (was 3)
• At least 3 of the staple food 
categories must include perishable 
items (was 2)
• Require at least 6 stocking units for 
each type of food (new--
discretionary)
Proposed SNAP  rule
Restrict what counts as a “staple food”
– Commercially processed foods and prepared 
mixtures with multiple ingredients that do 
not represent a single staple food category 
can not count as a staple food 
– Accessory food items such as snacks or 
desserts also don’t count
Possible waiver
• FNS will consider whether the applicant is located in an 
area with significantly limited access to food.
• Factors FNS will consider: 
– distance from the nearest SNAP authorized retailer,
– transportation options to other SNAP authorized 
retailer locations
– the gap between a store’s stock and SNAP required 
stock for authorized eligibility
– and whether the store furthers the purpose of the 
Program. 
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